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HOUSE BI LL 2139

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representative Sinpson

Read first time 02/09/2007. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to transportation policy goals; anending RCW
47.01. 011, 47.01.012, and 47.06.020; and adding a new section to
chapter 47.01 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.01.011 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 151 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The | egislature hereby recognizes the follow ng inperative needs
within the state: To create a statewi de transportation devel opnent
pl an which identifies present status and sets goals for the future; to
coordinate transportation nodes; to pronote and protect |and use
prograns required in local, state and federal law, to coordinate
transportation with the econom c devel opnent of the state; to supply a
broad framework in which regional, met ropol i t an, and | ocal
transportation needs can be related; to facilitate the supply of
federal and state aid to those areas which will nost benefit the state
as a whole; to provide for public involvenent in the transportation
pl anni ng and devel opnent process; to admnister prograns wthin the
jurisdiction of this title relating to the safety of the state's

p. 1 HB 2139



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[ S SN S
a A WO N R O

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

transportation systens; and to coordinate and inplenent national
transportation policy with the state transportation planning program

The legislature finds and declares that placing all elenents of
transportation in a single departnment is fully consistent wth and
shall in no way inpair the use of noneys in the notor vehicle fund
excl usi vely for highway purposes.

Through this chapter, a unified departnent of transportation is
creat ed. To the jurisdiction of this departnent will be transferred
the present powers, duties, and functions of the departnent of
hi ghways, the highway conm ssion, the toll bridge authority, the
aeronautics conmmi ssi on, and the canal conmm ssi on, and the
transportation related powers, duties, and functions of the planning
and community affairs agency. The powers, duties, and functions of the
departnent of transportation nust be perfornmed in a manner consi stent
with the policy goals set forth in RCWA47.01.012.

Sec. 2. RCW47.01.012 and 2002 ¢ 5 s 101 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to establish policy goals
for the planning, operation, performance of, and investnent in, the
state's transportati on system The policy goals ((shalHl—eensist—oef
but—not—be Hmted—to,)) established under this section are deened
consistent with the ((felHtewing)) benchmark categories((;)) adopted by
the state's blue ribbon conm ssion on transportation on Novenber 30,
2000. ((+Hr—addition—to—inprovihg—satety)) Public investnents in
transportation shall support achievenent of these ((anrd—eother
proerity)) policy goals:

((Ne— i ;
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(a) Preservation: To nmintain, preserve, and extend the |life and
utility of prior investnents in transportation systens and services;

(b) Safety: To provide for and inprove the safety and security of
transportation custoners and the transportation system

(c) Mobility: To inprove the predictable novenent of goods and
peopl e t hroughout WAshi ngton st ate;

(d) Environnment: To enhance Washington's quality of |life through
transportation investnents that pronote energy conservation, enhance
healthy comunities, and protect the environnent;

(e) Stewardship: To be effective managers of the transportation
system

(2) These policy goals shall be the basis for establishnment of
det ail ed and neasurabl e performance benchmarks.

(3) It is the intent of the legislature that the transportation
comm ssion establish performance neasures to ensure transportation
system performance at |ocal, regional, and state governnent |evels, and
the transportation conm ssion should work with appropriate governnent
entities to acconplish this.

Sec. 3. RCWA47.06.020 and 1993 c 446 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The specific role of the departnent in transportation planning
shal | be: (1) Ongoing coordination and devel opment of statew de
transportation policies that guide all Washington transportation
provi ders; (2) ongoing development of a statewde nultinoda
transportation plan that includes both state-owned and state-interest
facilities and services; (3) coordinating the state high-capacity
transportation planning and regional transportation planning prograns;
((and)) (4) conducting special transportation planning studies that
i npact state transportation facilities or relate to transportation
facilities and services of statew de significance;, and (5) inplenenting
the duties established in section 4 of this act. Specific requirenents
for each of these state transportation planning conponents are
described in this chapter
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

To support the achievenent of the policy goals described in RCW
47.01. 012, the departnent shall:

(1) Maintain an inventory and analysis of the condition of
structures and corridors;

(2) Develop long-term financing plans that sustainably support
ongoi ng mai nt enance and preservation of the transportation system

(3) Accommodat e and bal ance the safety and conveni ence of all users
of the transportation system including pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit wusers, freight, and notor vehicle drivers, in all types of
transportation and devel opnent projects and through all phases of a
project so that even the nost vul nerable persons, such as children
senior citizens, and persons wth disabilities, can travel safely
within the public right-of-way;

(4) Seek a reduction in the per capita vehicle mles travel ed;

(5 In an effort to reduce em ssions that contribute to gl oba
warm ng, assess each project's estimated total carbon em ssions
cal cul ated over the full projected life cycle of the project;

(6) Include in each project analysis a list of alternative
approaches that would result in |esser carbon em ssions including, but
not limted to, transit operations, transit capital investnents, demand
managenent tools, and nonnotorized node accommodati ons;

(7) Uilize, to the greatest extent possible, efficiency tools,
i ncluding high-occupancy vehicle and high-occupancy toll |anes,
corridor-specific and systemm de pricing strategies, active traffic
managenent, comrute trip reduction, and other demand managenent tools;

(8) Pronote integrated multinodal planning, incorporating a variety
of nodal approaches to achieve the greatest efficiencies in novenent of
goods and people in a specific corridor or project;

(9) Evaluate and prioritize projects based upon:

(a) Projects that provide the nobst consistent and efficient
movenent of goods and peopl e through the transportation system

(b) Those structures and corridors in nost wurgent need of
retrofitting or rehabilitation; and

(c) Those projects that have a |ower carbon em ssion output and
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1 encourage a reduction in vehicle mles travel ed.
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